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objectivity. The tension between upholding journalistic neutrality and
adhering to Islamic ethical guidelines raises questions about bias,

\ credibility, and professional standards in Islamic media practices. This
study aims to analyze the complexities of objectivity in Islamic
journalism by examining its theoretical foundations, ethical boundaries,
and practical applications in contemporary media landscapes.
Employing a qualitative approach, this research utilizes content analysis
and in-depth interviews with journalists from various Islamic media
outlets. The findings reveal that while Islamic journalism strives for
truthfulness and fairness, it often navigates ideological influences and
societal expectations that shape reporting styles. Additionally, structural
limitations, editorial policies, and political factors further challenge the
realization of absolute objectivity. This study concludes that while
complete neutrality may be unattainable, Islamic journalism can
enhance credibility by promoting balanced reporting, ethical
transparency, and adherence to professional journalism standards. These
insights contribute to the discourse on media ethics, highlighting the
need for frameworks that align Islamic values with universal journalistic
principles.
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INTRODUCTION

Islamic journalism has emerged as a distinct field within the global media
landscape, integrating religious principles with journalistic practices (Hanggli Fricker &
Beck, 2024; S. I. Malik, 2021). It operates on ethical foundations rooted in Islamic
teachings, which emphasize truthfulness, justice, and responsibility in disseminating
information. While mainstream journalism is often guided by secular principles of
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objectivity and neutrality, Islamic journalism attempts to balance professional standards
with religious obligations (Cohen, 2020). This dual framework creates a unique
dynamic in media production, where ethical imperatives and journalistic norms coexist,
sometimes harmoniously and at other times in tension (Cohen & Enayat, 2023). The
rapid expansion of Islamic media outlets, fueled by advancements in digital technology
and increased demand for alternative narratives, underscores the growing influence of
Islamic journalism (Rega dkk., 2023). However, its credibility and legitimacy are often
questioned, particularly concerning its ability to maintain objectivity while adhering to
religious values (Chinnasamy dkk., 2024). The interplay between faith-based reporting
and the conventional tenets of journalistic neutrality requires deeper exploration to
understand its implications for contemporary media ethics.

The issue of objectivity in Islamic journalism remains a contentious debate among
media scholars and practitioners (Jiang dkk., 2021). Objectivity, often defined as the
impartial presentation of facts without bias, has long been regarded as a fundamental
principle of journalism (Veeser, 2024). However, in the context of Islamic media,
objectivity takes on a different dimension, as it must align with ethical and moral
considerations prescribed by Islam. This raises critical questions (Sioridze & Svanidze,
2024): Can Islamic journalism achieve true objectivity? How do faith-based values
influence reporting and editorial decisions? To what extent do political, cultural, and
institutional factors shape the objectivity of Islamic news narratives? These challenges
are further compounded by accusations of ideological bias, as Islamic media outlets are
sometimes perceived as propagating religiously motivated perspectives rather than
adhering to journalistic impartiality (Diez, 2021). Addressing these concerns is crucial
to assessing the credibility and professionalism of Islamic journalism, especially in an
era where information flows across borders and shapes global discourses.

This study aims to examine the complexities surrounding objectivity in Islamic
journalism by analyzing its theoretical foundations, ethical boundaries, and practical
applications (Badr, 2021). The research seeks to identify the factors that contribute to
the perceived subjectivity of Islamic media and explore potential frameworks that
reconcile faith-based reporting with professional journalistic standards. By conducting a
comprehensive literature review and qualitative analysis, this study endeavors to
provide insights into how Islamic media outlets navigate objectivity while maintaining
their ethical commitments (Merican, 2024). The findings will contribute to the broader
discourse on media ethics by highlighting the challenges and opportunities in
integrating religious values with contemporary journalistic practices. Furthermore, this
research will offer recommendations for developing ethical guidelines that enable
Islamic journalism to uphold credibility without compromising its ideological
foundations.

Existing literature on Islamic journalism primarily focuses on its historical
evolution, ethical principles, and role in shaping Muslim public opinion (Musleh Al-
Sartawi A.M.A. dkk., 2023). While numerous studies examine media objectivity in
Western journalism, there is limited research that specifically addresses how Islamic

404



Islamic Journalism and the Challenges of Objectivity

journalism negotiates the tension between faith-based ethics and professional
impartiality (Zuabi dkk., 2021). Previous analyses often generalize Islamic journalism
as inherently biased, overlooking the complexities involved in its ethical and
professional considerations (Piwko dkk., 2021). Furthermore, scholarly discussions on
media objectivity tend to be centered on secular frameworks, which may not adequately
account for the distinct ethical obligations that Islamic journalists uphold. This research
seeks to fill this gap by providing a nuanced examination of objectivity within the
context of Islamic media, considering both theoretical perspectives and empirical
observations (Minwalla dkk., 2022). By addressing this gap, the study contributes to a
more comprehensive understanding of how faith-based journalism functions in a
globalized media environment.

A key contribution of this research lies in its exploration of objectivity through an
Islamic epistemological lens, an area that has received insufficient scholarly attention
(Ercan, 2022). Unlike previous studies that either critique Islamic journalism for lacking
neutrality or celebrate it as an ethical alternative to mainstream media, this study aims to
offer a balanced assessment (Gafarov & Gafarov, 2020). It acknowledges the challenges
of maintaining objectivity while recognizing the potential of Islamic journalism to foster
ethical reporting that prioritizes truth and social responsibility (Briand, 2021). This
study also seeks to challenge conventional definitions of objectivity by exploring
alternative models that integrate journalistic integrity with ethical subjectivity.
Understanding these dynamics is crucial for fostering a more inclusive media discourse
that respects diverse journalistic paradigms (Asik, 2024; Zarytovskaya, 2020).
Additionally, this research provides practical implications for policymakers, media
educators, and journalists by proposing ethical frameworks that enhance credibility
while preserving the integrity of Islamic journalism. By doing so, it aspires to contribute
to the evolving landscape of global media ethics and pluralistic journalism.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study employs a qualitative research design with a descriptive approach to
explore the complexities of objectivity in Islamic journalism. A case study method is
utilized to gain in-depth insights into the journalistic practices of selected Islamic media
outlets (Saleh dkk., 2022). This design allows for a thorough examination of how
Islamic journalism navigates the tension between faith-based ethical commitments and
conventional journalistic objectivity (Kharkivska dkk., 2020). Data collection is
conducted through semi-structured interviews with journalists, editors, and media
scholars, complemented by a content analysis of news articles from selected Islamic
media platforms (lbrahim Hamada, 2022). The triangulation of methods ensures a
comprehensive understanding of the factors influencing objectivity in Islamic
journalism.

The population and sample for this research consist of journalists, editors, and
media scholars specializing in Islamic journalism, as well as articles published by
Islamic media outlets (Vinod, 2022). Purposive sampling is employed to select media

405



Islamic Journalism and the Challenges of Objectivity

organizations that explicitly identify as Islamic and have a significant readership
(Eldagher, 2022). Journalists and editors with substantial experience in Islamic media
are chosen to provide expert insights into the challenges they face in maintaining
objectivity. Media scholars with expertise in journalism ethics and Islamic
communication studies are also included to offer an academic perspective on the topic
(Lynch & Freear, 2024). Content analysis focuses on a set of news reports published by
selected outlets to identify patterns of objectivity and bias in their reporting.

The instruments used in this study include interview protocols and a content
analysis framework (Khadmi, 2021). A semi-structured interview guide is developed to
explore key themes such as the definition of objectivity in Islamic journalism, ethical
dilemmas encountered by journalists, and the influence of institutional and ideological
factors on reporting. The content analysis framework is designed to examine linguistic
choices, framing techniques, and source credibility in news articles. Data from
interviews and content analysis are coded thematically using NVivo software to identify
emerging patterns and insights (Ansusa Putra, 2023). The combination of qualitative
interviews and textual analysis provides a holistic approach to understanding the
challenges of objectivity in Islamic journalism.

The procedures of this research involve multiple stages to ensure rigor and
reliability (Hasty, 2020). Initial research begins with a literature review to establish a
theoretical foundation on objectivity in journalism and its intersection with Islamic
ethics (Hannon & De Ridder, 2021) . Data collection follows, starting with interviews
conducted either in person or through virtual platforms, recorded with consent, and
transcribed for analysis. Content analysis is performed on a selected corpus of news
articles, systematically categorized based on thematic and linguistic features (Baloch &
Andresen, 2020). Data triangulation is applied to cross-verify findings from interviews
and textual analysis. Finally, conclusions are drawn by synthesizing findings,
highlighting patterns, and formulating recommendations for enhancing objectivity in
Islamic journalism.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Data collected from the study consists of two primary sources: semi-structured
interviews with journalists and editors from Islamic media organizations, and content
analysis of news articles from selected Islamic news outlets (Khan dkk., 2021). The
sample includes 30 journalists and editors, as well as 100 news articles published
between January and June 2024 (Adiprasetio, 2020). Statistical summaries indicate that
68% of journalists acknowledge challenges in maintaining objectivity due to
institutional editorial policies, while 24% cite ideological constraints as a primary
influence on reporting standards. The content analysis reveals that 42% of articles
exhibit selective framing of religious narratives, while 30% incorporate explicit Islamic
ethical justifications in news reporting.

Table 1 presents the distribution of key factors affecting objectivity in Islamic
journalism (A. A. W. Malik dkk., 2024). The data illustrates that external political
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influence accounts for 20% of perceived bias, while audience expectations contribute to
15% of editorial decisions. A notable 33% of journalists highlight self-censorship as a
mechanism to balance religious and journalistic ethics. These findings underscore the
complex interplay between professional journalistic standards and faith-based
commitments in the production of Islamic news content.

Table 1. Factors Influencing Objectivity in Islamic Journalism

Factor Percentage (%)
Institutional Policies 68
Ideological Constraints 24
External Political Influence | 20
Audience Expectations 15
Self-Censorship 33

Interview responses indicate that Islamic journalists often struggle to reconcile
traditional journalistic objectivity with the ethical expectations of religious reporting.
Many participants emphasize that while neutrality is a standard ideal in mainstream
journalism, Islamic journalism operates under a framework that prioritizes truthfulness
in accordance with religious values. This results in a distinct form of objectivity where
balance is sought not in neutrality but in the presentation of religiously aligned truth.
Some journalists argue that this approach does not compromise credibility but instead
enhances trust among audiences who seek faith-based news narratives.

Thematic analysis of the interview transcripts reveals three dominant concerns:
editorial autonomy, the role of religious scholars in shaping content, and the pressure to
align reporting with the moral expectations of Islamic communities. The presence of
religious authorities in editorial decision-making was mentioned by 47% of respondents
as a factor influencing content framing. This suggests that the role of journalism in
Islamic contexts extends beyond conventional news reporting to include an educational
and moral function.

Content analysis of the 100 sampled news articles demonstrates recurring patterns
in the framing and presentation of news. A significant proportion of articles (56%)
employ religious terminologies such as "sharia-compliant perspectives™ and "Islamic
ethical standards™ in justifying editorial decisions. Another 22% of articles explicitly
reference Quranic verses or Hadith to validate reported claims, further integrating
religious discourse into journalistic practice. The reliance on such sources suggests that
Islamic journalism often prioritizes ideological coherence over journalistic detachment.

Further scrutiny of these articles reveals that news items concerning socio-
political issues tend to exhibit higher degrees of ideological alignment. Reports on
Western policies affecting Muslim communities, for instance, present a more
pronounced advocacy stance, with 39% of articles adopting a critical tone toward
secular governance models. This finding indicates that Islamic journalism, in certain
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contexts, functions as both a source of information and a medium of resistance against
perceived ideological opposition.

Statistical analysis was conducted to explore correlations between journalist
perceptions of objectivity and institutional constraints. A chi-square test (x> = 14.73, p <
0.05) indicates a significant association between editorial policies and journalist self-
censorship. These findings suggest that journalists working under stricter editorial
oversight exhibit higher tendencies of modifying their reporting to align with
ideological frameworks. Furthermore, regression analysis (R? = 0.61) shows a moderate
predictive relationship between ideological constraints and the thematic consistency of
news content, highlighting the influence of institutional ideologies on reported
narratives.

A separate independent t-test comparing objectivity perceptions among journalists
in state-affiliated versus independent Islamic media outlets reveals a statistically
significant difference (t = 2.84, p < 0.05). Journalists from state-affiliated outlets report
a higher perception of constrained objectivity compared to their counterparts in
independent platforms. This finding underscores the role of governmental influence in
shaping editorial autonomy within Islamic journalism.

Cross-tabulation analysis was employed to examine the relationship between
audience expectations and journalistic framing. Results indicate that audiences of
Islamic media outlets predominantly prefer news that reinforces religious values, with
64% of respondents favoring stories that integrate Islamic ethical principles. This
preference influences how journalists structure their narratives, as 71% of sampled
articles reflect content alignment with audience expectations. The interplay between
audience perception and journalistic framing suggests a symbiotic relationship where
media content is tailored to meet ideological expectations rather than universal
journalistic objectivity.

Further exploration into editorial decision-making processes reveals a reciprocal
influence between religious scholars and journalists. In 58% of cases, journalists consult
religious authorities before publishing news content that deals with sensitive moral
issues. This dynamic reflects a structural characteristic unique to Islamic journalism,
where reporting is not only an act of information dissemination but also an extension of
religious discourse.

A case study was conducted on a leading Islamic news agency that operates both
in digital and print formats. The agency’s editorial policy explicitly states that all news
must adhere to "Islamic ethical guidelines,” influencing the selection and framing of
news stories. Analysis of their editorial decisions over a six-month period reveals a
systematic exclusion of viewpoints that contradict Islamic moral teachings. Journalists
at the agency acknowledge that while this approach ensures ideological coherence, it
simultaneously limits engagement with diverse perspectives.

Further observation at the agency’s editorial meetings indicates a structured
process of content evaluation, where senior editorial figures—many of whom have
backgrounds in Islamic studies—play a pivotal role in content approval. The inclusion
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of religious scholars in editorial meetings shapes the linguistic and thematic dimensions
of news reporting. Interviews with staff reveal that this process is seen as necessary to
uphold journalistic integrity within the framework of Islamic ethics.

The case study findings highlight that institutional structures play a crucial role in
shaping journalistic practices in Islamic media. Unlike secular newsrooms that
emphasize independence in editorial decision-making, Islamic news agencies operate
within a system of shared authority between journalists and religious figures. This
structure inherently redefines objectivity, shifting it from the conventional notion of
neutrality to an ethics-driven model.

Editorial self-censorship emerges as a dominant feature, particularly when
reporting on politically sensitive issues. Journalists express concerns that deviating from
ideological expectations could undermine their professional credibility within religious
communities. This suggests that Islamic journalism is bound not only by institutional
constraints but also by the broader socio-religious fabric in which it operates.

Findings from this study indicate that objectivity in Islamic journalism is
fundamentally shaped by institutional, ideological, and audience-related factors. Rather
than striving for neutrality in the conventional sense, Islamic journalism adopts an
ethics-centered approach where objectivity is defined in terms of adherence to religious
truth. The balance between journalistic integrity and faith-based commitments remains a
key challenge, necessitating frameworks that accommodate both professional standards
and religious values. The study underscores the need for further research on how
Islamic media can enhance credibility while maintaining its ethical commitments.

Islamic journalism presents a unique model of news reporting that integrates
religious ethics with professional journalistic practices. Findings from this study reveal
that objectivity in Islamic journalism is shaped by institutional policies, ideological
commitments, and audience expectations. A significant proportion of journalists
acknowledge that editorial autonomy is constrained by religious and political
influences, leading to selective framing of news narratives. Content analysis of news
articles indicates that Islamic journalism frequently employs ethical justifications rooted
in religious teachings, emphasizing moral responsibility over neutrality. Statistical
analyses further demonstrate a strong correlation between institutional oversight and the
perceived subjectivity of reporting, highlighting the systemic nature of the challenge.
These findings underscore that while Islamic journalism strives for credibility, its
objectivity is often redefined within an ethical framework rather than traditional notions
of neutrality.

The results align with previous studies that highlight the role of ideology in
shaping journalistic narratives, yet they diverge in significant ways. Studies on Western
journalism often emphasize objectivity as a core professional principle, whereas Islamic
journalism operates within a paradigm that prioritizes truth as defined by religious
ethics. Research by Mahmoud and Khan (2022) similarly notes that faith-based
journalism functions within a predefined moral framework, limiting its flexibility in
engaging with pluralistic perspectives. However, studies on alternative media models,
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such as advocacy journalism, suggest that journalistic credibility is not solely dependent
on neutrality but also on transparency in editorial positioning. The findings of this study
contribute to this discourse by demonstrating that objectivity in Islamic journalism is
not about detachment but about responsible storytelling that aligns with faith-based
ethical commitments. The study also contrasts with scholarship on secular media, which
often critiques religious journalism for bias without accounting for its distinct
epistemological foundations.

The challenges of objectivity in Islamic journalism signal broader tensions within
media ethics, particularly in contexts where ideological commitments intersect with
professional norms. The findings reflect the evolving nature of journalistic integrity,
where objectivity is no longer a universal standard but rather a contested concept that
varies across cultural and institutional contexts. The reliance on religious authorities in
editorial decision-making suggests that Islamic journalism functions as both a source of
news and an extension of religious discourse, reinforcing the integration of faith in
public communication. The prevalence of self-censorship among journalists points to
the need for structural reforms that allow for greater editorial autonomy while
maintaining ethical integrity. These results highlight a fundamental shift in how
objectivity is conceptualized, indicating that journalistic credibility can be upheld
through alternative ethical frameworks rather than strict adherence to secular objectivity
models.

The implications of these findings extend to media policy, journalism education,
and public trust in Islamic media. Understanding the complexities of objectivity in
Islamic journalism can inform the development of ethical guidelines that balance
religious commitments with professional standards. Journalism education programs
within Islamic institutions may need to integrate discussions on pluralistic reporting and
audience diversity while maintaining adherence to ethical principles. Policymakers and
media regulators should consider frameworks that protect editorial independence while
acknowledging the role of religious ethics in journalistic practice. For audiences, greater
transparency in how news is framed and interpreted may enhance trust in Islamic media,
fostering a more informed and critically engaged public. These implications suggest that
rethinking objectivity within faith-based journalism could lead to more inclusive and
ethically responsible media landscapes.

The structural and ideological constraints observed in this study raise critical
questions about why Islamic journalism operates within such defined boundaries.
Institutional policies and editorial guidelines play a crucial role in shaping journalistic
output, ensuring that content aligns with both religious teachings and audience
expectations. The historical development of Islamic media, rooted in the dissemination
of religious knowledge, has contributed to the emphasis on moral responsibility over
neutrality. Political influences also shape reporting practices, as state-affiliated Islamic
media often reflect broader ideological agendas. The professional identity of Islamic
journalists is shaped by these factors, making objectivity a negotiated rather than an
absolute concept. The findings suggest that rather than aiming for neutrality, Islamic
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journalism seeks to uphold truthfulness as defined within its ethical framework,
challenging conventional notions of impartiality in news reporting.

The need for a re-evaluation of objectivity in Islamic journalism is evident in light
of these findings. Future research should explore how alternative models of journalism,
such as constructive journalism or solutions-based reporting, can be integrated into
Islamic media practices. Comparative studies with other faith-based journalism
traditions could offer valuable insights into how different religious communities
negotiate the balance between ethics and professional standards. Media practitioners
must engage in dialogue on how to enhance credibility while maintaining commitment
to ethical reporting. The role of technological advancements in shaping editorial
autonomy and audience engagement should also be examined, as digital platforms offer
both challenges and opportunities for Islamic journalism. Moving forward, redefining
objectivity in ways that respect both journalistic integrity and religious ethics could
foster a more sustainable and credible Islamic media industry.

CONCLUSION

Islamic journalism presents a distinctive model of news reporting that integrates
religious ethics with journalistic principles, redefining objectivity within an ethical
rather than a neutral framework. The findings of this study indicate that institutional
policies, ideological commitments, and audience expectations play significant roles in
shaping the degree of objectivity in Islamic media. Unlike mainstream journalism,
where objectivity is equated with impartiality, Islamic journalism emphasizes ethical
responsibility and truthfulness based on religious principles. The study reveals that self-
censorship, reliance on religious scholars in editorial decisions, and audience-driven
content alignment are key factors influencing reporting practices. These findings
challenge conventional notions of media neutrality and suggest that objectivity in
Islamic journalism is negotiated rather than absolute, highlighting a need for alternative
frameworks to assess journalistic credibility.

This research contributes to the field by offering a conceptual re-evaluation of
objectivity in Islamic journalism, positioning it within an ethics-centered rather than a
neutrality-based paradigm. The study extends existing discussions by proposing that
journalistic credibility can be maintained through transparency, ethical consistency, and
audience engagement rather than through strict detachment. Methodologically, the
combination of qualitative interviews and content analysis provides an empirical basis
for understanding how editorial practices function within Islamic media institutions. By
framing objectivity as a dynamic construct influenced by institutional, ideological, and
socio-cultural factors, this study broadens the scope of media ethics and offers insights
applicable to faith-based journalism across different religious contexts.

The study has limitations that suggest avenues for future research, particularly in
its focus on a limited number of Islamic media organizations and journalists. A broader
sample including diverse geographic regions and varying levels of institutional
affiliations would provide a more comprehensive understanding of the variations in
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Islamic journalism practices. The study primarily employs qualitative methods, which
offer in-depth insights but may benefit from quantitative analyses to measure audience
perceptions of objectivity more systematically. Further research could explore the
intersection of digital media and editorial autonomy in Islamic journalism, examining
how emerging technologies influence reporting ethics. Comparative studies with other
faith-based journalism traditions could also provide a valuable perspective on how
different religious media negotiate the challenges of objectivity while maintaining
credibility.
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