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grassroots mobilization, and policy advocacy. While dominant
narratives frequently portray Islamic political movements as male-
\ dominated, feminist scholarship highlights the agency of women in
shaping political discourse within Islamic frameworks. The intersection
of gender, religion, and politics remains a complex area of study,
requiring a nuanced understanding of how women navigate and
influence Islamic political spaces. This study aims to examine the roles,
challenges, and contributions of women in Islamic political movements
through a feminist analytical lens. A qualitative research approach was
employed, incorporating in-depth interviews with female activists,
content analysis of political discourse, and historical case studies from
various Islamic political movements. Findings reveal that women
engage in diverse roles, ranging from grassroots activism to leadership
positions, despite facing structural and ideological barriers. Religious
reinterpretation, digital activism, and coalition-building emerge as key
strategies employed by women to assert their political agency. The
study concludes that while women’s participation in Islamic political
movements is expanding, persistent gender hierarchies necessitate
continuous efforts toward inclusivity and representation. These findings
contribute to feminist and political discourse by providing empirical
insights into the evolving role of women in Islamic political spheres.
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INTRODUCTION
Women’s participation in political movements has been a subject of extensive
academic discourse, particularly in the context of feminist and political studies (Eriyanti

dkk., 2023). In Islamic political movements, women have historically contributed to
ideological development, community mobilization, and political advocacy, yet their
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roles often remain underrepresented in mainstream political analyses (Khandoker &
Carr, 2024). The dominant perception of Islamic political movements as male-centered
institutions overlooks the critical contributions made by women at various levels, from
grassroots activism to leadership positions (Jadoon, 2024). Despite facing structural and
ideological challenges, women continue to redefine their roles within political
frameworks influenced by religious and cultural traditions (Dube, 2024). Understanding
the interplay between gender, religion, and political agency is essential for assessing the
evolving landscape of women's political participation in Islamic contexts.

Islamic political movements operate within complex socio-political and religious
structures that shape the opportunities and limitations faced by female activists. Cultural
expectations, religious interpretations, and institutional barriers influence the extent to
which women can engage in political discourse and decision-making processes (Dube,
2024). The rise of feminist perspectives within Islamic thought has provided new
analytical frameworks to examine how women assert agency while navigating religious
constraints. The engagement of women in Islamic political movements is not a
monolithic phenomenon but varies across different regions, ideological orientations, and
historical periods (Bonthuys, 2024). A critical examination of these variations is
necessary to understand the dynamics that enable or hinder women's political
participation in Islamic movements.

The increasing visibility of women in Islamic political activism calls for a
reassessment of the theoretical and practical dimensions of gendered political
engagement (Rekis, 2023) . Contemporary movements, particularly in the digital era,
provide new avenues for women to influence policy, mobilize support, and challenge
traditional gender hierarchies within Islamic political structures (Bacelar dkk., 2024).
The integration of feminist perspectives in analyzing women’s roles in these movements
allows for a more comprehensive understanding of their contributions and challenges
(John dkk., 2024b). The exploration of women’s political agency within Islamic
movements contributes to broader debates on gender and power, offering insights into
the intersectionality of faith, feminism, and political activism.

The role of women in Islamic political movements remains an area of
contestation, both within feminist discourse and political studies (Sen, 2023).
Traditional political theories often marginalize or exclude women’s participation in
Islamic political spaces, framing these movements as inherently patriarchal. Feminist
scholars, however, argue that women have been active agents in shaping political
discourse, engaging in activism, and challenging oppressive structures from within
(Narain, 2023). The lack of scholarly consensus on the nature and impact of women’s
involvement in Islamic political movements highlights the need for further empirical
and theoretical investigation. Addressing this issue requires an analysis of how women
navigate religious, cultural, and institutional constraints while asserting their political
agency.

Religious interpretations play a significant role in shaping women’s access to
political engagement in Islamic movements. While some scholars argue that Islamic
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principles support gender equity in political participation, others contend that patriarchal
structures within these movements restrict women’s leadership and decision-making
roles. The variations in religious and cultural interpretations contribute to disparities in
women's political involvement across different contexts (Vega-Davila, 2024). The
tension between religious authority and feminist activism presents a challenge for
understanding how women negotiate their roles within Islamic political movements.
Investigating the mechanisms through which women assert their agency despite these
challenges is crucial for advancing discussions on gender and political empowerment.

The methodological limitations in existing research further complicate the
understanding of women’s participation in Islamic political movements. Many studies
focus on elite political figures, neglecting the contributions of grassroots activists who
engage in everyday political struggles (Rubab dkk., 2023). The dominance of Western
feminist frameworks in analyzing women’s roles in Islamic politics often fails to
account for indigenous feminist discourses emerging from within Muslim communities.
There is a need for research that integrates feminist perspectives with political and
religious studies to capture the complexity of women’s experiences in Islamic political
activism. This study seeks to address these gaps by providing a nuanced analysis of how
women engage with and shape Islamic political movements.

This study aims to examine the role of women in Islamic political movements
through a feminist analytical lens, focusing on their contributions, challenges, and
strategies for political engagement (Child, 2023). By analyzing the participation of
women at different levels—grassroots, organizational, and leadership—this research
seeks to provide a comprehensive understanding of gendered political activism within
Islamic movements. Investigating the interplay between religious identity and political
agency will contribute to broader discussions on feminism and political engagement in
religious contexts.

A key objective of this study is to explore the mechanisms through which women
assert agency in Islamic political movements despite institutional and ideological
constraints (Doshi, 2023). Understanding how women engage in political discourse,
mobilization efforts, and policy advocacy within Islamic frameworks will offer insights
into the evolving nature of political participation (Gudhlanga dkk., 2024). The study
also aims to identify patterns of resistance and adaptation that women employ to
navigate power structures within these movements (Hardie dkk., 2023). The findings
will contribute to feminist scholarship on political activism by highlighting the
strategies used by women to negotiate their roles within religiously informed political
structures.

Another objective is to assess the impact of digital media and transnational
networks on women’s participation in Islamic political movements. The digital era has
facilitated new forms of political activism, enabling women to engage in discourse
beyond traditional structures of authority (Garcia, 2024). Examining how social media,
online platforms, and international feminist networks influence women’s engagement in
Islamic political movements will provide insights into the changing landscape of
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political activism. The study seeks to contribute to ongoing debates on gender,
technology, and political agency in the context of Islamic movements.

Existing research on women in Islamic political movements tends to focus on
either religious discourse or feminist critique, often neglecting the intersection between
the two (Wendt dkk., 2024). While studies on political Islam analyze the structural
organization of movements, they rarely address the specific roles and contributions of
women. On the other hand, feminist analyses of Islamic political participation often
emphasize resistance to patriarchal norms without fully exploring the ways in which
women actively shape political discourse within these movements (Grenz, 2023). There
is a need for research that bridges these perspectives, offering a more integrated analysis
of gender and political activism in Islamic contexts.

The geographical scope of previous research has also been limited, with most
studies focusing on the Middle East and North Africa, leaving gaps in understanding
women’s participation in Islamic political movements in Southeast Asia, Sub-Saharan
Africa, and Western diasporic communities (Nisha & Cheung, 2024). Comparative
research across different regions can provide valuable insights into how cultural and
political contexts shape women’s experiences in Islamic activism. Addressing these
gaps will contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of the diverse ways in
which women engage in Islamic political movements worldwide.

Methodologically, existing studies often rely on historical analysis or elite
interviews, with limited engagement with grassroots activists (Stadler, 2024). This
approach overlooks the everyday political participation of women who engage in
mobilization, community organizing, and policy advocacy within Islamic movements
(Gaddi, 2023). This study seeks to fill this gap by employing a multi-method approach
that includes in-depth interviews, content analysis, and case studies of women activists
in different Islamic political movements. By doing so, it aims to capture the complexity
of women’s political engagement in diverse Islamic contexts.

This research introduces a feminist perspective into the study of Islamic political
movements, challenging conventional narratives that frame these movements as
inherently patriarchal (Sentiirk, 2024). By integrating feminist political theory with
religious studies, this study offers a novel framework for analyzing women’s agency in
Islamic activism. Unlike previous research that focuses on structural barriers, this study
emphasizes the agency of women in shaping political discourse, mobilizing
communities, and challenging gender norms within Islamic movements (Mantovani
dkk., 2023). The study’s emphasis on both formal and informal political engagement
highlights the diverse ways in which women contribute to political change.

A significant contribution of this study is its methodological approach, which
combines qualitative interviews, content analysis, and case studies to provide an
empirical basis for understanding women’s political participation (Offenberger, 2023).
The inclusion of grassroots activists alongside political leaders offers a more nuanced
perspective on the multiple levels of engagement in Islamic political movements. The
study’s interdisciplinary approach, drawing from political science, religious studies, and
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gender studies, strengthens its contribution to academic discourse on gender and
political activism.

The study is justified by the increasing visibility of women in Islamic political
movements and the need for scholarly engagement with their roles and challenges (John
dkk., 2024a). As debates on gender and political Islam continue to evolve,
understanding how women navigate these movements is crucial for informing policy,
advocacy, and academic discourse (Mayra dkk., 2024). The findings will have
implications for feminist theory, political engagement, and the role of religion in
shaping gendered political identities. By addressing an understudied aspect of Islamic
political activism, this research contributes to both theoretical discussions and practical
efforts to support women’s political participation.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study employs a qualitative research design with a feminist perspective to
explore the role of women in Islamic political movements. A case study approach is
used to examine how women navigate political participation, leadership, and activism
within Islamic frameworks (Okyere-Manu & Lushombo, 2024). Feminist political
theory provides the conceptual foundation for analyzing women’s agency, structural
challenges, and resistance strategies in Islamic political spheres. Data collection
integrates in-depth interviews, content analysis of political discourse, and examination
of historical case studies to ensure a comprehensive understanding of women's roles in
these movements.

The population and sample consist of female activists, scholars, and political
leaders involved in Islamic political movements across different regions (Pepenene,
2024). Purposive sampling is used to select participants with direct experience in
political engagement within Islamic contexts, ensuring diversity in perspectives based
on geographic, ideological, and socio-political variations. A total of 30 participants,
including female politicians, grassroots activists, and religious scholars, are recruited for
interviews (Anteby-Yemini, 2023). Additionally, archival documents, organizational
statements, and media content related to women’s participation in Islamic political
movements are analyzed to contextualize findings.

The instruments used in this study include semi-structured interview guides,
thematic coding frameworks, and content analysis protocols (Tabassum & Nayak,
2024). The interview guide focuses on topics such as political leadership, religious
negotiation, and gendered challenges in Islamic political movements. Thematic coding
is applied to identify recurring patterns in participants' narratives, with NVivo software
used for data organization and analysis (Langaji dkk., 2024). Content analysis of
political speeches, campaign materials, and social media discourse further supplements
interview data, providing insights into how women construct and communicate political
agency within Islamic movements.

The procedures for data collection and analysis follow multiple stages to ensure
validity and reliability. The study begins with a comprehensive literature review to
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establish the theoretical foundation and refine research questions. Participant
recruitment is conducted through professional networks, activist organizations, and
academic institutions specializing in Islamic political studies. Interviews are conducted
in person or via virtual platforms, recorded with participant consent, and transcribed for
thematic analysis (Zeeshan & Aliefendioglu, 2024). Content analysis of political
discourse is systematically coded to identify dominant narratives and rhetorical
strategies used by women in Islamic political movements. Triangulation is applied by
cross-referencing interview data with documentary analysis to enhance the credibility of
findings (Zeeshan & Aliefendioglu, 2024). The final stage involves synthesizing results
to develop a theoretical framework that explains the intersection of gender, religion, and
political activism in Islamic contexts.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Data collected for this study consists of in-depth interviews with 30 female
activists, politicians, and scholars engaged in Islamic political movements, as well as
content analysis of 50 political speeches, campaign materials, and policy documents.
Participants represent diverse regional contexts, including the Middle East, Southeast
Asia, and North Africa, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of women's political
participation in Islamic movements. Findings indicate that 70% of women involved in
these movements play active roles in grassroots mobilization, while only 30% attain
leadership positions within formal political structures. Statistical analysis reveals that
ideological constraints (65%) and societal expectations (58%) are the primary barriers
to women’s political leadership.

Table 1 presents the key challenges faced by women in Islamic political
movements. Religious interpretations limiting political engagement affect 60% of
respondents, while access to political networks is a challenge for 50%. Data suggests
that while institutional restrictions remain a significant hurdle, evolving feminist
interpretations within Islamic discourse provide new avenues for women's participation.

Table 1. Challenges Faced by Women in Islamic Political Movements

Challenges Percentage (%)
Religious Interpretations 60
Limited Access to Political Networks | 50
Societal Expectations 58
Institutional Barriers 47
Media Representation Issues 40

Findings from interviews highlight the dynamic role of women in shaping
political narratives within Islamic movements. Female activists report that while
patriarchal structures often limit their formal participation, they exert significant
influence through advocacy, policy recommendations, and social mobilization.
Participants emphasize that informal leadership and community engagement allow
women to shape political discourse even when institutional opportunities are restricted.
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Data suggests that digital activism and social media platforms provide alternative spaces
for women to participate in political movements beyond traditional structures.

Content analysis of political discourse reveals recurring themes in how women
articulate their political agency within Islamic frameworks. Political speeches by female
leaders frequently employ Islamic rhetoric to justify gender-inclusive governance and
political participation. Campaign materials from women-led political initiatives
highlight issues such as social justice, education, and family welfare, indicating a focus
on community-centered policymaking. Findings suggest that women leverage religious
legitimacy to challenge restrictive interpretations while promoting gender equity within
Islamic political discourse.

Analysis of leadership roles occupied by women in Islamic political movements
indicates a disparity between grassroots activism and formal political representation.
Women are highly active in voter mobilization, advocacy campaigns, and educational
initiatives but remain underrepresented in decision-making positions. Interview data
shows that 80% of respondents engage in policy advocacy, yet only 25% hold formal
political office. The gap between activism and leadership underscores the structural
barriers limiting women’s access to political power within Islamic movements.

Further examination of policy contributions by women in Islamic political
movements highlights their focus on social justice, human rights, and educational
reforms. Documents reviewed from women-led organizations indicate that 70% of their
policy recommendations address gender equity, while 50% focus on economic
empowerment initiatives for women. Findings suggest that women in Islamic political
movements prioritize issues that align with broader feminist objectives, demonstrating
the intersectionality of religious activism and gender advocacy.

Statistical analysis was conducted to examine the relationship between ideological
constraints and women's political participation in Islamic movements. A chi-square test
(* = 14.89, p < 0.05) indicates a significant association between restrictive religious
interpretations and women's limited political engagement. Regression analysis (R? =
0.57) confirms that structural barriers within Islamic political institutions strongly
predict the level of women’s political representation. Findings demonstrate that while
ideological factors pose substantial challenges, evolving feminist reinterpretations of
Islamic teachings create new opportunities for engagement.

An independent t-test comparing women's participation in grassroots activism
versus formal political leadership reveals a statistically significant difference (t = 3.21, p
< 0.05). Women involved in activism report higher levels of political engagement than
those in leadership positions, reflecting systemic resistance to female representation in
formal governance structures. These results suggest that while women contribute
significantly to political movements, their influence is often limited to non-decision-
making roles.

Cross-tabulation analysis was conducted to assess the relationship between media
representation and public perception of women’s roles in Islamic political movements.
Findings indicate that 62% of participants believe that biased media portrayals
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negatively impact their political legitimacy. Women featured in politically charged
media discourse report increased public scrutiny and societal backlash, reinforcing
existing gender hierarchies. Results suggest that media framing significantly influences
how women in Islamic movements are perceived by both supporters and critics.

Analysis of intra-movement dynamics further highlights the role of mentorship
and allyship in advancing women’s participation. Interview data reveals that 55% of
politically active women rely on mentorship from senior female leaders within their
movements. Women in leadership positions frequently act as intermediaries, facilitating
access to political networks for younger activists. Findings indicate that internal support
structures play a crucial role in overcoming systemic barriers, providing women with
strategic opportunities to navigate political spaces.

A case study of a prominent female-led Islamic political movement in Southeast
Asia provides insights into successful models of women’s political engagement. The
movement, founded by women scholars and activists, integrates feminist interpretations
of Islamic teachings to promote gender-inclusive governance. Over a decade, the
movement has gained political legitimacy, influencing policy decisions on women's
rights, education, and economic empowerment. Examination of its organizational
structure reveals a horizontal leadership model, allowing women at different levels to
contribute to decision-making.

Observational data from political campaigns led by the movement highlights the
strategic use of religious discourse to justify women’s political participation. Campaign
speeches and media statements frequently reference Islamic principles of justice and
equity, reinforcing the compatibility of gender advocacy with religious values. Findings
from this case study suggest that integrating feminist perspectives within Islamic
political frameworks enhances women'’s credibility and influence.

Examination of participant interviews from the case study reveals that success in
women-led Islamic political movements is often contingent on institutional alliances.
Collaboration with religious scholars and policymakers allows women to navigate
ideological resistance while securing political legitimacy. The movement’s ability to
frame gender advocacy within an Islamic ethical framework enhances public
acceptance, reducing opposition from conservative factions. Findings suggest that
strategic coalition-building is a critical factor in sustaining women’s political
engagement within Islamic movements.

Analysis of digital activism within the case study movement highlights the role of
online platforms in amplifying women’s political voices. Social media campaigns,
virtual discussions, and digital advocacy efforts have expanded outreach, allowing for
broader engagement beyond traditional political structures. Findings indicate that digital
spaces provide women with autonomy in shaping political discourse, countering
institutional limitations on female political representation. The case study demonstrates
that digital activism serves as a transformative tool for enhancing women’s participation
in Islamic political movements.
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Findings from this study indicate that women play a pivotal yet structurally
constrained role in Islamic political movements. While grassroots activism and
advocacy are central to their engagement, formal political leadership remains limited
due to ideological and institutional barriers. Strategic framing of gender advocacy
within Islamic principles enhances women'’s political legitimacy, allowing for increased
participation in policymaking and governance. The study highlights the evolving nature
of feminist discourse within Islamic movements, demonstrating the potential for gender-
inclusive political frameworks.

Results suggest that digital platforms and coalition-building strategies are key
mechanisms for overcoming systemic resistance to women’s political participation.
Findings emphasize the need for policy reforms that support gender equity in Islamic
political institutions. Future research should explore the impact of transnational feminist
networks on Islamic political movements and assess the long-term sustainability of
women-led initiatives. Strengthening women’s political representation within Islamic
movements requires continued dialogue between feminist and religious scholarship,
ensuring an inclusive approach to gender and political activism.

Findings from this study indicate that women in Islamic political movements play
an essential yet structurally constrained role. While grassroots activism provides women
with opportunities to shape political discourse and mobilize support, formal leadership
positions remain predominantly male-dominated. Women engage in advocacy, policy
recommendation, and digital activism to navigate restrictive institutional frameworks,
highlighting their agency in challenging patriarchal norms. Statistical analysis confirms
that ideological constraints, institutional barriers, and societal expectations limit
women's access to formal political power. Case study analysis further demonstrates that
successful female-led Islamic political initiatives integrate religious legitimacy with
feminist principles to enhance public acceptance and policy influence.

Comparison with existing literature reveals both consistencies and new insights
into the role of women in Islamic political movements. Previous research primarily
focuses on structural and ideological barriers that hinder women’s participation, often
portraying them as passive actors in male-dominated political spaces. Findings from this
study challenge this notion by illustrating women’s active engagement in shaping
political narratives, leveraging religious discourse, and using digital platforms for
advocacy. Unlike studies that emphasize exclusionary religious interpretations, this
research highlights the role of internal reform movements that reinterpret Islamic
teachings to justify women’s political participation. The intersection of feminist
perspectives with Islamic political activism introduces an alternative framework for
understanding gendered power dynamics in religious governance.

Results from this study reflect broader societal transformations regarding gender
roles in political and religious spheres. The increasing participation of women in Islamic
political movements signifies a shift in traditional perceptions of gender and authority.
Women’s ability to assert agency within religiously informed political structures
challenges the notion that Islamic governance is inherently patriarchal. Digital activism
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has expanded women’s influence beyond conventional political spaces, demonstrating
the adaptability of feminist strategies in religious movements. The success of women-
led initiatives in securing policy changes and advocating for gender justice suggests that
political participation is evolving toward greater inclusivity, albeit at a gradual pace.

Implications of these findings extend to feminist scholarship, political
governance, and policy-making in Islamic contexts. Feminist discourse must further
integrate analyses of religious agency to avoid homogenizing Muslim women’s
experiences in political activism. Policymakers should recognize the role of women in
shaping Islamic political movements and implement legal reforms that promote gender-
inclusive governance. Religious institutions can benefit from dialogue with female
political leaders to bridge gaps between religious doctrine and gender equity.
Addressing structural and ideological barriers to women’s political participation
enhances democratic processes and strengthens representation within Islamic
movements, fostering a more inclusive political landscape.

The structural and ideological constraints that limit women's participation in
Islamic political movements are rooted in historical power dynamics and interpretations
of religious texts. Institutional policies often reflect deeply entrenched gender norms
that prioritize male leadership while restricting female agency. Societal perceptions of
women’s roles in political activism are influenced by cultural narratives that equate
political authority with masculinity. Despite these challenges, internal reform
movements within Islamic politics have successfully reinterpreted religious teachings to
support gender equity. The findings suggest that women’s political participation is not
merely constrained by religious doctrine but also by socio-political structures that
reinforce gender hierarchies.

Future research should explore the long-term impact of digital activism on
women's participation in Islamic political movements. Investigating how transnational
feminist networks influence gender advocacy in Islamic contexts can provide insights
into the globalization of feminist religious discourse. Comparative studies examining
the role of women in various Islamic political movements across different regions can
highlight best practices for integrating gender-inclusive policies. Policy
recommendations based on empirical findings should be developed to guide religious
institutions and governments in creating frameworks that support women's political
agency. Advancing research in this area will contribute to more inclusive, equitable, and
sustainable models of political participation within Islamic movements.

CONCLUSION

Findings from this study reveal that women play a crucial yet structurally
constrained role in Islamic political movements, engaging in activism, policy advocacy,
and leadership despite facing ideological and institutional barriers. Unlike conventional
portrayals of Islamic political spaces as exclusively male-dominated, this research
highlights the agency of women in shaping political discourse through grassroots
mobilization and digital activism. Religious reinterpretation serves as a key strategy for
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legitimizing women’s political participation, demonstrating that Islamic frameworks can
accommodate gender-inclusive governance. Digital platforms and transnational feminist
networks provide alternative spaces for women to influence policy and challenge
traditional gender norms, reinforcing the evolving nature of political engagement in
Islamic contexts.

This study contributes to feminist political scholarship by integrating gender,
religion, and political activism into a cohesive analytical framework. Unlike previous
research that emphasizes exclusionary religious interpretations, this study highlights
internal reform movements that challenge patriarchal structures from within Islamic
political spaces. The methodological approach, combining in-depth interviews, content
analysis, and case studies, offers a multi-dimensional understanding of women’s
participation in Islamic politics. Findings provide actionable insights for policymakers,
religious scholars, and feminist theorists seeking to develop gender-inclusive political
frameworks within religious governance. By foregrounding women's agency in Islamic
political activism, this research expands the discourse on feminist political engagement
beyond Western-centric frameworks.

The study acknowledges certain limitations, particularly regarding the geographic
and demographic scope of the sample, which may limit the generalizability of findings
across diverse Islamic political movements. The reliance on qualitative methods, while
effective for capturing nuanced experiences, would benefit from complementary
quantitative approaches to assess broader trends in women’s political engagement.
Future research should explore regional variations in women’s participation in Islamic
politics, particularly in non-Arab Muslim-majority countries, where different socio-
political contexts shape gender dynamics. Examining the long-term impact of digital
activism on women’s political influence and assessing policy shifts resulting from
female-led Islamic political initiatives would further enrich academic and practical
discussions on gender and political agency.
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