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ABSTRACT 

In society, the phenomenon of juvenile delinquency is a serious concern 

because it can have a negative impact on individuals and their 

environment. One factor that is believed to play a role in the emergence 

of juvenile delinquent behavior is the social environment around them. 

Tanjung Baru sub-district, as an area that has certain social 

characteristics, is interesting to be the focus of research in identifying 

the impact of the social environment on juvenile delinquency. The main 

objective of this study is to analyze the impact of the social environment 

on juvenile delinquency in Tanjung Baru Sub-district. This study aims 

to determine the extent to which social environmental factors such as 

family, school, and peers affect the level of juvenile delinquency in the 

area. The methods to be used in this research are survey method and 

qualitative analysis. A survey will be conducted to collect data on the 

social characteristics of adolescents and their level of delinquency. In 

addition, in-depth interviews with teenagers, parents, teachers, and 

community leaders will be conducted to gain a deeper understanding of 

the social environmental factors that influence juvenile delinquency. 

The results of this study indicate a significant relationship between the 

social environment and the level of juvenile delinquency in Tanjung 

Baru Sub-district. Factors such as family disintegration, lack of 

supervision from parents, and negative influence from peers have a 

major contribution to the increase in juvenile delinquency in the area. 

Based on the results of the study, it can be concluded that the social 

environment plays an important role in shaping juvenile delinquent 

behavior. Therefore, efforts to reduce the level of juvenile delinquency 

in Tanjung Baru Sub-district should involve various parties, including 

families, schools, and local communities, to create a healthier 

environment and support positive adolescent development. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Adolescence is one of the most important phases or levels of development in the 

stages of human development, because adolescence is a period of transition from 

childhood to early adulthood, characterized by the individual being sexually or 

psychologically mature. Every individual if he has passed the transition period from 

children to early adulthood and the individual is also mature both in terms of sexual 

and psychological terms, then the individual can be said to be an adolescent (Desmita, 

2019). 

According to Een, Tagela & Irawan (2020), adolescence is a transitional phase 

from childhood to adulthood. Adolescents are considered an integral part of the 

community because they are expected to be the successors of previous generations in 

realizing the ideals of the nation. Adolescence is often referred to as a transitional 

period characterized by significant changes in various aspects such as physical, 

intellectual, emotional, and social. In addition, adolescent development often shows 

progress, for example in the fields of education, mastery of skills, technological 

knowledge, and achievement. Adolescents grow and develop in the context of 

community life. In their social environment, adolescents engage in mutually 

influencing interactions, which often involve social conflicts.  

In general, the age that can be said to be a teenager when the individual has 

reached the age of 13 to 21 years. When their ages range between that then they can 

be said to be teenagers and not children anymore, but still not fully accepted as adults. 

Adolescence when viewed from age, adolescence is divided into several groups or 

stages, the first stage or the first group is often referred to as early adolescence or pre-

adolescence ranging in age from 10-13 years, the second stage or the second group is 

usually called middle adolescence ranging in age from 14-17 years, and the last group 

of adolescents or often called late adolescence ranging in age from 18-21 years (Ali 

and Asrori, 2016).  

Teenagers are one of the groups in the environment of social life that has a very 

important role. Life in adolescence is classified as very interesting to study because 

adolescents are a generation which will be the next generation for life to come. 

Therefore adolescents are said to be the most valuable assets like gold and pearls so 

They are the ones who will have the greatest opportunity to become the next 

generation and will be the expected leaders for the future. 

In adolescence, they have the potential to deviate, usually it will appear when 

they show their identity, it is not uncommon for adolescents to fall into deviant 

behavior so that they will commit deviant behavior. So that deviant behavior 

committed by adolescents is said to be juvenile delinquency. This behavior is 

influenced from the outside so that the teenager without thinking long takes these 

actions even though it is very detrimental to him. 

 Kartini Kartono (2008), Juvenile delinquency is a behavior or crime in which 

the perpetrator is a child in adolescence. Juvenile delinquency usually often occurs 

because these children or adolescents are caused by a form that affects them, be it in 
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the form of neglect from the social environment, so that they develop or show the 

wider community with deviant forms of behavior or those that are not in accordance 

with the rules and norms that are applied by children their age. 

Sudarsono (2012), Juvenile delinquency is classified into a form of crime in 

which the crime is committed by the child and the crime will have a negative impact 

on him, be it psychologically on the child who committed the act or the child who 

became the perpetrator of the crime. Every individual who commits delinquency or 

who has fallen into deviant actions when his age is around adolescence, then it is 

classified as juvenile delinquency. 

Santrock (2007), juvenile delinquency itself can occur because it is influenced 

by many factors including parents and the family environment, individual identity, 

individual age, peers, how the quality of the home environment and also the actions of 

individuals who are always closed. Parents and the family environment have a very 

important role for adolescents so that they do not fall into deviant things. The most 

influencing factor in the occurrence of delinquency is how the individual associates so 

that peers are called the strongest factor to fall into deviant actions. 

So juvenile delinquency is one of the forms of deviant behavior, and juvenile 

delinquency also violates the rules of law and norms. Juvenile delinquency is carried 

out or the perpetrator is a child in adolescence, so that the juvenile delinquency they 

commit will have an impact on themselves and also other people will get the impact as 

well. Juvenile delinquency tends to be committed or the perpetrators are children who 

have reached adolescence compared to adults, and is accompanied by the influence of 

these individuals. 

In adolescence where this period is very vulnerable to being influenced by 

anything both from within the individual and from the surrounding environment, 

because in adolescence they try as much as possible to show their identity, so they like 

to do a desire or a new thing, even though their activities or actions are contrary to the 

applicable rules.  

Santrock (2007), Teenagers and delinquency have their own morality because 

usually the perpetrators of juvenile delinquency cannot heed the rules that apply in the 

environment. So that during the transition or transition from childhood to adulthood 

they will always evoke their personality or identity, usually they show in various 

ways, there is a way to play a role in showing naughty behavior patterns. 

According to the theory put forward by Frued, the human person is formed from 

various impulses, and he put forward 3 systems in the formation of the so-called 

human person known as Id, Ego, and Super Ego. So this is what makes the principle 

for pleasure which has a function to channel energy and produce satisfaction. So with 

this Farued theory it can be concluded that humans are driven by desires so that these 

humans will experience satisfaction, and so are teenagers who commit delinquency, 

according to them with their urges they will get satisfaction even though it violates the 

rules and has gone out of its proper path. 

Social environment refers to the area or place where a person lives to interact 
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and live with the surrounding community, including the family environment, school 

environment, and peer environment. Adolescents today are faced with various 

pressures and demands from the surrounding environment that may lead to various 

problems that they must overcome. Facing these problems with a positive attitude can 

help adolescents gain strength and maturity. However, when adolescents are in the 

process of finding their identity, they sometimes see problems as something scary, so 

they tend to avoid them, which makes them feel anxious. 

The social environment is a factor that has the ability to influence individuals or 

groups to take action and change their behavior. The commonly known social 

environment includes the family environment, the school environment, and the social 

environment with peers. This theory is supported by Amsyari who explains that the 

social environment involves other individuals around him, such as neighbors, friends, 

and even people who are not yet known. 

Sometimes, the social environment, without realizing it, can have a negative 

influence on teenagers, pushing them into unhealthy relationships. Today, 

observations suggest that today's socializing is different from the socializing of 

yesteryear. In this modern era, socializing tends towards deviant behavior, exceeding 

the boundaries of the prevailing norms. In the reciprocal relationship between 

individuals and their environment, the environment in its development is able to play 

a role and influence the learning process of students. 

Based on initial observations and interviews with several informants, researchers 

also identified the phenomenon of juvenile delinquency in Tanjung Baru Sub-district. 

For example, there were teenagers who were arrested by the police for stealing 

manure and stealing avocados. In addition, based on information obtained from the 

community, other types of juvenile delinquency include speeding or wild racing, 

skipping school, and smoking behavior. 

From the results of the initial survey, the researcher also assumed that juvenile 

delinquency in Tanjung Baru Sub-district could be caused by the lack of attention 

given to juveniles by the community environment, both from parents and other 

individuals close to the juvenile. In addition, unsupportive social environment factors 

are also considered to contribute. There is also an assumption that some people in 

Tanjung Baru Sub-district tend to be indifferent to the conditions of their community, 

which massively impacts on the behavior of adolescents, encouraging them to commit 

violations of laws and social norms. Based on this description, the researcher feels 

interested in carrying out further research with the title "The Impact of the Social 

Environment on Juvenile Delinquency in Tanjung Baru Sub-district." 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The method used in this research is field research using a qualitative approach. A 

qualitative approach is a research method related to the process of collecting and 

understanding information based on methodologies that explore and understand various 

facts or social phenomena and human problems. This is done through observation in the 
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field, followed by in-depth analysis, and efforts to develop theories based on observed 

findings (Burhan, 2007). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The definition of the word "impact" in the Complete Indonesian Dictionary is an 

effect that arises as a result of a shift or influence that brings consequences, either in the 

form of favorable or unfavorable results. 

Simply put, impact can be defined as the result or consequence of an influence. 

Every decision taken by a leader has its own impact, both in positive and negative 

forms. Impact can also be a continuation of the implementation of internal control. A 

competent leader should be able to foresee the type of impact that may occur from a 

decision to be taken. Etymologically, impact refers to offense, collision, or impact. 

It can be concluded that impact refers to any consequences that arise as a result of 

an event in society. Today, societies around the world are undergoing rapid changes, 

which bring about diverse impacts, both beneficial and detrimental to adolescents. 

Internal factors, such as the characteristics present in adolescents, mean that this period 

tends to be more turbulent than other stages of development. 

These impacts consist of positive impacts and negative impacts. 

Gunarsa (1981), Positive impact refers to efforts to persuade, convince, influence, 

or impress others with the aim that they support or follow one's wishes. Meanwhile, 

positive refers to something definite, firm, and real, especially in the context of paying 

attention to good things. Positivity reflects a state of mind that emphasizes creative 

activity over routine, cheerfulness over sadness, and optimism over pessimism. 

Positivity is a mental state that is maintained through a conscious effort to stay focused 

on favorable things when facing events, with the aim of avoiding negative thoughts. 

Individuals who have a positive mindset realize when their thoughts tend to be negative 

and attempt to recover immediately. 

So, it can be concluded that positive affect refers to the urge to persuade, 

convince, influence or impress others, in the hope that they will join in or support a 

good cause. In the Big Indonesian Dictionary, negative impact is defined as a strong 

influence that brings about undesirable results. Meanwhile, impact itself refers to an 

attempt to persuade, convince, influence, or impress others in the hope that they will 

follow or support one's wishes. 

Thus, the conclusion of the definition of negative impact is the urge to persuade, 

convince, influence, or impress others with the aim that they follow or support a bad 

cause, causing certain adverse consequences. 

Social Environment 

The social environment is a factor that has the ability to influence individuals or 

groups to take certain actions and change the behavior of each individual. Commonly 

known social environments include the family environment, peer environment, and 

neighborhood environment. The family is the social environment that is first recognized 

by individuals since birth.  
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According to Sartain as explained in Dalyono's book, the social environment 

refers to all individuals or other people who influence us. These influences can be 

direct, for example in daily interactions with other people, family, friends, coworkers, or 

friends at school. Meanwhile, indirect influences can come from mass media such as 

radio and television, through reading books, magazines, newspapers, and the like in 

various other ways. 

Social environment refers to the place where a person lives and interacts with the 

surrounding community, such as family, school, and peer environment. Adolescents 

today face pressures and demands that can lead to problems that they need to deal with. 

Addressing these issues with a positive attitude can strengthen and help adolescents in 

their growth and maturity. However, in the process of self-discovery, there are times 

when adolescents perceive problems as frightening, leading to attempts to avoid them. 

This can actually increase anxiety in the adolescent.  

So it can be concluded that the social environment acts as a place to interact with 

others, shape personal identity, and influence one's behavior. A positive social 

environment will have an impact on improving one's personality or behavior. The social 

environment does not operate separately, but rather is interrelated and synergizes in 

shaping human behavior. 

 Social environments can be divided into two categories:  

Primary Social Environment refers to the type of social environment where there 

is a strong attachment between members, who know each other well. Secondary Social 

Environment is a type of social environment where the relationship between members is 

not as strong as the primary environment, there is often distance or lack of closeness 

between members. 

According to Dalyono, the social environment consists of several parts, including 

peers, activities in the community, and the family environment. 

Juvenile delinquency 

According to Gunarsa (2004), juvenile delinquency occurs in adolescents who 

have a more negative self-view than adolescents who are not experiencing problems. 

Children who are raised in a less harmonious family environment and tend to become 

delinquent adolescents compared to adolescents who are raised in harmonious families 

and are optimistic about themselves. 

Santrock (2007), juvenile delinquency itself can occur because it is influenced by 

many factors including parents and family environment, individual identity, individual 

age, peers, how the quality of the home environment and also the actions of individuals 

who are always closed. Parents and the family environment have a very important role 

for adolescents so that they do not fall into deviant things. The most influencing factor 

in the occurrence of delinquency is how the individual associates so that peers are called 

the strongest factor to fall into deviant actions. 

According to several opinions from the figures above, juvenile delinquency is 

defined as the tendency of adolescents to commit acts that violate the rules that can 

cause harm and damage to both themselves and others. 
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According to Jensen (in Sarwono, 2012) juvenile delinquency can be divided into 

several parts. Here are four types of juvenile delinquency described in the classification, 

a). delinquency that causes physical harm to others, b). delinquency that causes material 

damage, c). Social delinquency that does not cause victims on the other side, d). 

Delinquency against status. 

It can be concluded that the indications described above can reflect potential signs 

of the tendency of juvenile delinquency, but all of these indications are a prediction or 

diagnosis that is not certain to be possessed by the delinquent teenager. 

Factors of Juvenile Delinquency 

According to Papalia (2004), adolescents who are less supervised, guarded, given 

guidance, and cared for, especially mothers, tend to behave rebelliously or take actions 

that deviate from community norms. 

 According to Willis cited in Maulidya (2018), there are a number of factors that 

can be identified as triggers for juvenile delinquency. These factors can be classified 

into four groups, namely factors surrounding the family environment, internal factors of 

individual adolescents, factors of the surrounding community environment, and finally, 

factors of the school environment. 

There are many factors that trigger juvenile delinquency, including those related 

to the family environment, which is the first place where human individuals are exposed 

to social interactions, starting from birth until they reach maturity. This is one of the 

factors that often occurs in cases of juvenile delinquency.  

According to Gunarsa (2004), the causes of juvenile delinquency can be divided 

into two categories, a). personal factors, b). Family factors, c). Social environment and 

the dynamics of change. 

According to Kartono (1985), some of the factors that cause juvenile delinquency 

are as follows: lack of parental affection, lack of parental supervision, association with 

friends who are not the same age, the influence of negative science and technology 

education, lack of personality guidance from schools, and lack of religious basis. the 

existence of media used to spread their hobbies and talents, the existence of excessive 

freedom, and the existence of pent-up problems. Because adolescents who do not 

receive attention and guidance from their parents will seek attention and guidance from 

peers and the environment outside the home, family and peer factors are the most 

important factors in causing juvenile delinquency. 

 

CONCLUSION  

Based on the title "The Impact of the Social Environment on Juvenile 

Delinquency in Tanjung Baru Subdistrict", it can be concluded that the social 

environment has a significant role in shaping juvenile delinquent behavior in the area. 

Through analysis of environmental factors such as family, school, and peers, it can be 

identified that these factors have different impacts on the level of juvenile delinquency. 

This conclusion suggests that it is important to improve the social environment in 

Tanjung Baru Sub-district in order to reduce the level of juvenile delinquency and 



The Impact of Social Environment on Juvenile Delinquency in Tanjung Baru Subdistrict 

319 

create a more supportive environment for the positive development of adolescents in the 

future. 
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